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For as long as he can remember, Twain Elementary 
fifth grader Max Coleman has been interested in 
maps. “When I was little, I really liked looking at 
maps, all kinds of maps,” Max says. “They were very 
interesting to me. In fact, I would get atlases for my 
birthday and for Christmas. It was fun.” 
 
Coleman’s fascination with 
maps and geography has 
really paid off recently. 
Max won a classroom geog-
raphy competition back in 
January, and then finished 
1st in a school-wide geogra-
phy bee at Twain. After 
that, he took a online quali-
fying test and posted one of 
the 100 highest scores in the 
state, earning an invitation 
to compete in Washington’s 
National Geographic       
GeoBee on March 29 at 
Highline College in Des 
Moines. 
 
The National Geographic 
GeoBee is open to all 4th 
through 8th grade students throughout the state. For 
Max to qualify for the state competition as just a 5th 
grader is pretty impressive. “We’re all very proud of 
Max,” says Twain Elementary Principal Barbara 
Pierce. “He’s the only student from the Tri-Cities  
who has qualified to compete at the State GeoBee,  
and that’s a really impressive accomplishment.” 
 
The competition tests the students’ knowledge about 
locations all over the world with questions like:    

“The Magdalena River, the principal river of Colom-
bia, flows through the city of Barranquilla near the 
Caribbean Sea on which continent?” The answer: 
South America. 
 
Students who place 1st at the state GeoBees will re-
ceive a medal, $1,000 in cash, and other prizes. They 

will also be invited to represent 
their state at the National 
Championship to be held at the 
National Geographic Society 
headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. in May. 
 
The student who wins the     
National Championship will 
receive a $25,000 college schol-
arship, a lifetime membership in 
the National Geographic       
Society, and an all expenses 
paid expedition to the Galapa-
gos Islands aboard the National 
Geographic Endeavour II. The 
2nd and 3rd place finishers will 
also receive college scholar-
ships. 
 

Coleman says he’s looking forward to this trip        
because his family also plans to visit the Hands On 
Children’s Museum of Olympia on the way to the 
competition in Des Moines. “I’m going to be away 
from school for two days,” Max says. “I’m kinda 
nervous, but I’m really excited, too. I really want to do 
well and I’m just going to try my best.” 
 
Congratulations Max and good luck! 
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Twain Elementary 5th grader Max Coleman will 

compete in Washington’s National Geographic  

GeoBee on March 29. 
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PSD Classified Employees Honored at Board of Directors Meeting 

 

Governor Jay Inslee designated March 11-15 as Classified School Employees Week in Washington and the 

Pasco School District Board of Directors recognized the district’s talented and dedicated classified employees 

at their meeting on March 19.  

Every hour of a student’s day is made better by our hard-working and caring educational support professionals 

who make sure our students get to and from school in vehicles that are safe and well maintained. They make 

sure our students have the nutritious meals and snacks they need to keep their minds and bodies fueled and 

ready to learn. They deal with miles of paperwork to keep our schools on schedule, on budget and on task. 

They make sure our facilities are beautiful and well cared for. Our classified employees create an environment 

that fosters learning and shows our students, and employees, that they are treasured. 

A big “Thank You” to all of the district’s classified employees for the tremendous work they do every day.  

PHS Dance Team Grabs Two Trophies at State Dance/Drill Championships 

Congratulations to the Pasco High School dance team!  

The Bulldogs placed 1st in Hip Hop, 2nd in Show, and 5th in Pom at the WIAA State Dance and Drill Cham-

pionships at the Yakima SunDome on March 23. Great job Bulldogs!  #PROUDofPASCO 
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Governor Appoints Dr. Susana Reyes to State Board of Education 

 

Congratulations to PSD’s Assistant Superintendent of Operations 

and Human Resources Dr. Susana Reyes! She has been appointed 

to the State Board of Education by Gov. Jay Inslee.  

Dr. Reyes joined Pasco School District in September 2017, and has 

held previous educational leadership positions in Mead, Pullman, 

and Wapato school districts. Before entering district administration, 

she served as both an elementary bilingual teacher and principal. 

“Dr. Reyes has a wealth of experience in providing educational lead-

ership to communities all over the state,” Gov. Inslee says. “She will 

bring important perspectives to the Board and will help represent the 

needs of underserved populations. She will be a great addition to the 

State Board of Education.” 

Dr. Reyes is a member of the Tri-Cities Hispanic Chamber of Com-

merce, Kiwanis Club of Pasco, and a Governor appointee to the 

Washington Student Achievement Council. She is one of the found-

ers of the soon-to-be Washington Association of Latino/a Adminis-

trators, which will be a state-affiliate of the National Association of Latino/a Administrators and Superinten-

dents. Dr. Reyes is also the past president for the Washington Educational Research Association, and a mem-

ber of both the American Association of School Administrators and Washington Association of School Ad-

ministrators. 

“I look forward to utilizing my experience to work collaboratively with my fellow Board members to ensure 

all students receive the supports they need to be successful in education and in life,” Dr. Reyes says. 

Dr. Reyes holds the principal's credential and superintendent's credential from Washington State University, as 

well as a Doctor of Education from WSU. She will fill the appointed Position 5 on the 16-member State Board 

of Education and will serve through January 2022. 

Curie STEM Elementary Hosts Career Day Event 

More than two dozen community members, including police officers, firefighters, welders, construction man-

agers, dental hygienists, software managers, and helicopter pilots visited Curie STEM Elementary on March 8 

for the school’s Career Day event. 

The speakers all spent time talking with students about their careers, and the education and training they need-

ed to get those jobs. Thank you to all the community members who volun-

teered their time to participate in this great event. 
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 Delta High Math Teacher Honored at Crystal Apple Awards Ceremony 

More than 100 people packed into the conference center 

at the Educational Services District 123 building in Pasco 

on March 7 to honor some of the region’s best teachers. 

Delta High School math teacher Cathie Tate was one of 

seven outstanding Mid-Columbia teachers who were rec-

ognized as a 2019 Crystal  Apple Award for Excellence 

in Education winner. 

Tate was introduced by Superintendent Michelle     

Whitney who praised Cathie’s dedication to her students. 

“Students know that Ms. Tate will not let them fail, and 

she often puts in extra time tutoring students one-on-one, 

contacting families, and reaching out to other school personnel in support of students,” Whitney said. “Her 

pursuit of their success is relentless, and students respond to her because they know Ms. Tate cares for them 

and has their best interests in mind.”  

Since the Crystal Apple Award program began in 1999, 235 outstanding local teachers have been recognized. 

Crystal Apple winners receive a $1,000 check, a glass crystal apple, and several gift certificates from local 

businesses.  

Snow Days Prompt School Calendar Changes 

For the second time in three years, Pasco saw some significant winter snow-

fall that forced several school delays and cancellations. A total of eight 

school days were cancelled because of bad weather in February and March. 

District administrators collaborated with the Pasco Association of Educators 

to develop a plan to address the snow days. As part of the plan, March 15 

was a regular school day instead of the previously scheduled trimester break 

day. May 24, June 13 and June 14 will now become school days. June 14 will 

now be the last day of school and will be an early release day. The District 

plans to apply for a state waiver for the four remaining snow days.  

Pasco’s school board approved the school calendar changes at their meeting on March 26. 
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 Chiawana DECA Chapter Earns State Honors 

Congratulations to Chiawana High School’s DECA 

chapter! They were honored at the Washington   

DECA State Career Development Conference in 

Bellevue earlier this month for having the largest 

membership of any chapter in the state. 

A total of 54 Chiawana DECA students competed at 

this year’s state conference, and 11 of those students 

have qualified to compete at the National DECA 

Conference in Orlando, Florida later this year.  

Congratulations to Chiawana’s Liz Flores as well! 

She was elected to serve as the Area 6 DECA    

President for 2019-20.    

#PROUDofPASCO 

Photos (clockwise from top right):     

Chiawana High School DECA chapter 

poses for a group photo at the state DECA 

conference in Bellevue; Chiawana’s Liz 

Flores was introduced as the Area 6    

DECA President for 2019-20 at the state 

DECA conference; Chiawana DECA 

President Ally Gadd (left) and Chiawana 

DECA Vice-President Ryan Lowry (right) 

proudly share the award for being recog-

nized as the largest DECA chapter in 

Washington.  



 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

 

7 

 

 

Scholarships Available from Pasco Association of Educators 

Applications are now being accepted for five $1,000 scholarships 

offered by the Pasco Association of Educators (PAE). One scholar-

ship will be awarded to a PSD senior whose parent is a PAE mem-

ber, and who plans to enroll in a program that results in a teaching 

degree. Another scholarship will be awarded to a PSD senior who 

also plans to enroll in a program that results in a teaching degree, 

but their parent does not need to be a PAE member. 

Two more scholarships will be awarded to two PSD seniors whose 

parents are PAE members, and who plan to enroll in a two or four 

year vocational or academic program. 

A fifth scholarship will be awarded to a current senior attending a public or private school in another district 

who has a parent who is a PAE member. 

Applications can be picked up at the PAE office located at 500 N. 20th Avenue in Pasco. You can also request 

an application by calling (509) 544-0363 or emailing lunseth@washingtonea.org. Applications are due by 

May 2. 

mailto:lunseth@washingtonea.org
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Board Notes 3-19-19 
 

Special Recognition 
• Shane Edinger recognized the District’s school counselors in honor of National School Counseling Week 

on Feb. 4-8. The District’s classified school employees were also recognized in honor of Education Sup-
port Professionals Week on March 11-15.   

 
Reports 
• Sarah Thornton provided an update to the board on the recent changes made to the administrative proce-

dure concerning the naming of schools, to clarify roles and responsibilities. 
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the boundary revision work underway for Columbia River Ele-

mentary, which is scheduled to open in August 2020. 
• Michelle Whitney provided the board with an overview of the impacts of inclement weather that resulted 

in school delays/closures, and considerations for possible changes to the current school calendar and grad-
uations. 

 
Extended Study/Discussion 
• Michelle Whitney provided an update to the board on the progress of the Long-Term Facilities Manage-

ment planning timeline and the work of the Community Builders group. 
 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of 2019 Erate Network Infrastructure Upgrade; Approval of Out of 
State Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School DECA students to attend the International Career 
Development Conference in Orlando, FL; Approval of Overnight Student travel for: Chiawana High School, 
Delta High School and Pasco High School Speech and Debate teams to attend the State Speech tournament in 
Tacoma, WA; Chiawana High School band students to participate in the 2019 Music for All Festival in Van-
couver, WA; Pasco High School Key Club students to participate in Pacific Northwest District Convention in 
Seattle, WA; Chiawana High School deaf education students to attend a Day at Junior Achievement World in 
Auburn, WA.   
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in 
Pasco. You can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also 
streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the 
District YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/c/pascoschools 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being 

December and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly sched-

uled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at 

www.psd1.org/domain/24 

Upcoming Events: March 26: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 

April 1-5: Spring Break - NO SCHOOL 

April 13: Pasco Invitational Track: 9 a.m. - Edgar Brown Stadium 

April 22-26: Public School Volunteers Week 

April 23: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 

April 24: Administrative Professionals Day 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, 

religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog 

guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions 

and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer 

Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Charlotte Stingley, 1215 W. 

Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, cstingley@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and 

www.psd1.org.  

https://www.youtube.com/c/pascoschools
http://www.psd1.org/domain/24
mailto:sthornton@psd1.org
mailto:cstingley@psd1.org
http://www.psd1.org

